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 Broadcast Date: April 17th, 2018
 Allied forces pound Syria with air strikes in response to last week's poison gas attack

US President Donald Trump prepared to sustain the response until Bashar al-Assad's government stops using chemical weapons

US, British and French forces pounded Syria with air strikes early on Saturday in response to a poison gas attack that killed dozens of people last week. Images of sick or dying children flooded global media all week. This is the biggest intervention by Western powers against Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.
Syria denies any chemical use and says the attack was fabricated by rebels.
US President Donald Trump announced the military action from the White House late on Friday. As he spoke, explosions rocked Damascus. Trump said he was prepared to sustain the response until Assad’s government stopped its use of chemical weapons.
British Prime Minister Theresa May and French President Emmanuel Macron said Britain and France had joined in the attack.
The wave of strikes represents the most significant attack against President Bashar al-Assad's government by Western powers in seven years of Syria's civil war.
The attack followed international outrage which mounted after a suspected chemical attack killed more than 80 people in a rebel-held town in northwest Syria on Tuesday morning.
Syria’s seven-year-old civil war has pitted the West against Russia, which itself intervened in the war in 2015 to back Assad.
Syrian state media said the attack would fail and called it a “flagrant violation of international law”. Russia’s ambassador to the United States said Moscow had warned that “such actions will not be left without consequences”.
Syria’s civil war has left more than 350,000 people dead, according to the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. Millions more have been displaced and the country lies in ruins.
 Adapted from Young Post (14th April) and South China Morning Post (15th April, 2018).
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· What do you think of this issue and the points raised? 
· What do you think of the reaction of the West? 
· Why do think the nations from the West feel the need to attack Syria/intervene? 
· What are the problems with nations from the West attacking/bombing parts of 
Syria? Will it help or hinder solving the problems in Syria? 
· Do you think you could work for a charity or medical organisation in a war torn country? 
I: Vocabulary and understanding meaning: Match the meaning and/or synonym (words with a    similar or the same meaning) to the words which have been highlighted in bold in the article. 
	Column A: Word from text
	Letter 
	Column B: Meaning or synonym 

	1. sustain (v)
	
	A: take part in something so as to prevent or alter a result or course of events

	2. pound (v)
	
	B: shock or distress 

	3. intervene (v)
	
	C: an extremely strong reaction of anger, shock, or indignation

	4. fabricate (v)
	
	D: keep up with, not stop, continue for an extended period or without interruption

	5. rock (v)
	
	E: set someone or something in conflict or competition with

	6. outrage (n) 
	
	F: force (someone) to leave their home, typically because of war, persecution, or natural disaster

	7. mount (v)
	
	G: falsify, make up, invent a story in order to deceive, to lie 

	8. pit (v) someone against sth
	
	H: strike or to hit heavily or repeatedly

	9. displace (v) 
	
	I: the physical destruction or disintegration of something or the state of disintegrating or being destroyed

	10. ruins (n) 
	
	J: a feeling which grows with intensity/grows stronger



II: Usage of vocabulary: Choose the most appropriate word from the table above to fill in the missing words of the sentences below making sure your answers are grammatically correct. 
1. The senseless loss of life, especially those of children in war, leads to people feeling                                              (a) ________________. They feel very angry. War leaves too many lives in (b) _______________. Many people (c) _________________________ and have to leave their homes in search of a new place to live. Many become refugees. 
2. The news of Michael Jackson’s sudden death ________________ the world. People were shaken by the news.                         
3. These days you have to be careful of fake news, in other words, news which is _______________ and not true. 
4. Pressure (a) ____________________, in other words, increased, for the government to                   (b) _______________ in the free market to solve the problem caused by rising property prices as it has become more unaffordable for the average Hong Konger to buy a place of their own. 
5. People can work hard for some time, but it is difficult to ________________, in other words, keep up for long periods of time. 
6. The man _________________ his fist on the table to demonstrate his anger and frustration. 
7. The two top boxers  ____________________ against each other to see who could claim the world title. Come to the English Corner to enjoy drinks, snacks, conversation & games.
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