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 Broadcast Date: May 15th, 2018
Family drama: Grandmother admits she lied about grandkids being abandoned to get her son, not daughter-in-law, arrested
What appeared a straightforward case of bad parenting has turned downright shifty, as a Hong Kong grandmother who tipped off the cops about her twin infant grandchildren being “abandoned” at home, admitted she fabricated the story in a bid to get her “lazy,” “disobedient,” and video game-obsessed son arrested.
The 50-year-old vegetable vendor, surnamed Shum, tearfully admitted to the ploy yesterday, after her actions backfired and resulted in the arrest of her 17-year-old daughter-in-law, whom she said was a “good mom.”
The teen mom, surnamed Yang, was detained on Tuesday after Shum told police the 5-month-old twins were left alone in the family’s home in the village.
The original story by the grandmother was that Yang had abruptly left the boys and departed for Shenzhen to find her husband, a video game addict who frequented the city’s gaming cafes.
The first sign of holes in the initial narrative, however, came when Yang spoke to reporters after being released on bail and accused her mother-in-law of fibbing.
“I didn’t abandon them, she’s lying to you,” she said, according to on.cc. “When I left the house there was someone there.”
This led reporters to confront Shum, who, when pressed, admitted there were three to four people at the house with the children, though she didn’t specify who they were. She added that she only said the twins were alone because she was hoping the police would arrest her 21-year-old son, who still has not returned home.
 “The poor girl, she’s so young and she ended up marrying a man like that,” said a tearful Shum. “That son of mine is so disobedient, how did I end up raising a son like this?”
Shum’s son met his wife Yang when they were studying in the mainland. The couple got married last year and Yang gave birth to the twins.
Despite becoming a father, Shum’s video gaming habits did not change, and the newspaper reported that at one point Yang wanted to take the twins to her parents so that her family could look after them.
Adapted from Coconuts, Hong Kong dated May 11th, 2018



Questions to think about: [image: Image result for symbols images thinking]

· What are the issues raised in this article? What is your opinion regarding these 
issues? 
· Do you think the grandmother’s actions were rather strange or extreme? / Can 
you understand the grandmother’s disappointment with her son?
· We need licences or certificates for almost everything in this world, yet, people
can have children without any set requirements. What’s your view on this? 
What makes a ‘good’ parent? Why is parenting not easy? 
· We hear of parents abandoning their children? Why do you think this happens? What are the consequences for both the abandoned child and the parent? 
· What does this story show you about the problems of game addiction? 
I: Vocabulary and understanding meaning: Match the meaning and/or synonym (words with a    similar or the same meaning) to the words which have been highlighted in bold in the article. 
	Column A: Word from text
	Letter 
	Column B: Meaning or synonym 
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II: Usage of vocabulary: Choose the most appropriate word from the table above to fill in the missing words of the sentences below making sure your answers are grammatically correct. 
1. Some kids ________________________ by their parents, in other words, given everything they want, and end up being little emperors or an empress of the household. 
2. It is not legal, but some police use (a) ______________________, in other words, force and the        (b) ___________________ of physical harm to get suspected criminals to admit to crimes.          
3. Although the life of someone famous may seem ______________________, in other words, totally attractive and exciting, it is not always the case. Being in the spotlight and in the public eye is not easy. 
4. The boy ________________ his parents and did exactly the opposite of what they wished for and asked him to do. 
5. It is essential a judge is __________________. He or she must make informed and fair decisions. 
6. The death of innocent victims in the bombing was a ____________________, very sad indeed.
7. I would not like to be in his position, it is ______________________. 
8. The investigation _________________ the truth, and as a result, the banker was jailed. 
9. Unfortunately, when Obama came to power, he discovered he had a lot of obstacles to  ___________________ with which made it difficult to achieve anything. Come to the English Corner to enjoy drinks, snacks, conversation & games.
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