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Hong Kong wealth gap hits 46-year high
Hong Kong’s wealth gap has been revealed to be at its highest in nearly 50 years, with living conditions fuelling discontent. Sky-high prices and the cost of living outstrip many ordinary residents’ salaries in Hong Kong, with flats becoming increasingly cramped and generations of families forced to share.
In a report that comes out every five years, the census and statistics department applies a formula known as the Gini Co-efficient to measure wealth inequality. A Gini figure of zero indicates perfect equality, while 1.0 would be a society in which one person had all the wealth. The department said Hong Kong’s figure climbed from 0.537 in 2011 to 0.539 in 2016, the highest since 1971. The US was at 0.411 and Singapore 0.4579. 
The census department said poverty alleviation and support for the disadvantaged were “at the top of the government agenda”. But lawmaker and social worker Fernando Cheung said, “The Gini signifies that the economic development of the past 20 years has not helped narrow the wealth gap or make our society more just. Income disparity is still a main problem,” Cheung added, describing major industries as controlled by a handful of tycoons.
The government has come under fire for relatively measly spending on poverty relief despite its HK$690 billion budget surplus and an expanding economy. This year it spent 14% of total expenditure on public health care whereas in comparison Canada spent 18.1% and South Korea 19.2%. Social welfare spending at 16.5% in Hong Kong is lower than all seven members of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 
Adapted from The South China Morning Post dated 27th Sept, 2018, and Coconut Hong Kong.


Questions to think about: [image: Image result for symbols images thinking]

· What is the impact of poverty on the poor? 
· Does the government have a responsibility to help the poor? Why or why not?
· How can the government help the poor? 
· How effective are the government’s policies and programmes in lifting the 
poor from poverty?
· How can you as an individual and different organisations or companies help alleviate the poverty problem in Hong Kong? 
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I: Vocabulary and understanding meaning: Match the meaning and/or synonym (words with a    similar or the same meaning) to the words which have been highlighted in bold in the article. 
	Column A: Word from text
	Letter 
	Column B: Meaning or synonym 

	1. fuel (v)
	
	A: exceed or be greater than

	2. discontent (n)
	
	B: fair

	3. outstrip (v)
	
	C: the action or process of making suffering, deficiency, or a problem less severe

	4. cramped (adj)
	
	D: unhappiness

	5. alleviation (n)
	
	E: to grow bigger or to increase in activity e.g. with regards to the economy

	6. narrow (v)
	
	F: cause something to become more heated or intense (e.g. an argument), to make a problem worse

	7.  just (adj)
	
	G:very little

	8. disparity (n)
	
	H: become or make less wide

	9. measly (adj) 
	
	I:very crowded

	10. expand (v) 
	
	J: a great difference 



II: Usage of vocabulary: Choose the most appropriate word from the table above to fill in the missing words of the passage below making sure your answers are grammatically correct. Use the words in italics to help you. 
	
The (a) ________________ between the rich and poor is too great in Hong Kong society and solutions need to be found to (b) _________________ or solve the problem. If the levels of                                          (c) _________________ or unhappiness with this unfair or (d) _____________ system continue to rise, it may (e) _________________ unrest. People may start protesting in the streets.  Handouts or social welfare are too (f) ______________, in other words, too little, especially when you consider the high cost of living in this city. The government should consider (g) __________________ the number of programmes that target helping the poor. They really need to increase the number of such programmes. Whilst the number of tycoons in Hong Kong probably (h) _________________ most other nations, in other words, is far greater than other nations, many in Hong Kong are living below the poverty line. Whilst some people live in huge flats or even houses, there are others still living in very (i) ________________ accommodation with hardly any room to move. Indeed it is time to                                            (j) _________________ or lessen the gap between the wealthy and the poor. 




Come & enjoy the new games in the corner this year!
ENGLISH CORNER CAFÉ (MMLLB) IS ALWAYS OPEN ON A TUESDAY FOR DRINKS, SNACKS, CONVERSATION & GAMES







image4.jpeg
B alamy stock photo ]




image1.png




image10.png




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




