Tuesday English News Report
Helping the left behind children
 Broadcast Date: 27th October
Children need parents' love and guidance; without them, they will grow up confused, angry and lost. The eldest of the four youngsters in Guizhou province who took their lives with poison in despair at being abandoned did not want that fate. The pesticide the boy and his three sisters drank brought to a swift end months of misery. It has taken the tragedy to remind officials of the grim reality faced by the nation's millions-strong "left behind generation".
The children, aged between five and 13, had no-one to take care of them after their father left their home in the Bijie city village of Cizhu in March for a job in Guangdong. Their mother had gone to the province in 2013. In a suicide letter, the boy told that "death has been my dream for years". Just how many of the more than 61 million others in mostly poor, rural parts of the country whose parents have left them for work in big cities have similar thoughts is not known; 3.4 per cent have no relatives taking care of them and must fend for themselves.
It is not what is expected of the world's second-biggest economy. But the jobs are not evenly distributed and many inland areas, particularly Guizhou, are rife with poverty and have poorly developed social services. Economic migration to the rich eastern provinces where the best job prospects lie is inevitable. But the strict household registration system, hukou, makes it difficult for children to accompany parents.
Premier Li Keqiang has ordered a nationwide review of welfare efforts to prevent another such tragedy. Two village officials have been dismissed, three others suspended and six more, among them the principal and a teacher at the primary school where three of the children studied, are being investigated. But cases of children living in intolerable circumstances are not unusual, particularly in Bijie; in November 2012, five homeless boys in another village died of smoke inhalation after lighting a fire in a garbage bin to keep warm. Sackings and disciplinary measures followed that incident, but the message obviously had little impact.
Change has to be led by authorities. Non-governmental groups have a role to play in filling gaps in essential services, yet are distrusted by officials, who view them as vehicles for foreign interference. Deeper hukou reform is essential. Ensuring migrant workers have the same right to public services - importantly education - as the people in the places they move to would give less reason to leave children behind.
[image: Students have a morning reading at the school in Gaojie Village, Shaanxi Province on Nov. 28, 2012. Photo: Xinhua]
Students in Gaojie Village, Shaanxi Province
1. What do you think?
2. Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks in the sentences below using words from the box.
	guidance
	swift
	rife with
	migrant workers

	abandon(ed)
	rural
	inevitable
	

	pesticide
	fend for
	intolerable
	



1. This is another word for quick or fast. Time is _______________, it races by!

2. It is the opposite of urban (relating to towns or cities). ______________ life is quiet and relaxed.

3. A substance used by farmers to kill insects or harmful organisms. When farmers use too much ___________________ on their crops, it can be harmful to humans.

4. Sometimes when students have problems they need ____________________ (help/advice) from teachers and parents to solve them.

5. ___________________________are people who leave their village, town or city to work somewhere else (often in another country).

6. This means it is certain to happen. If you never study, it is _____________________ that you will do poorly at school.

7. Abundant or common. Many US cities are ______________________ crime.

8. This means to look after or care for oneself.  When his parents died he had to _____________________ himself.

9. When something is unbearable or too much for you. She came to Hong Kong in August and hated it because she found the heat __________________________.

10.  Her natural mother ________________________ her when she was 2 weeks old so she was brought up in a care home.
Breaking news!
The English Room is Open EVERY DAY for Lunch!
(Open from12:30-1:30).
     FREE Coffee /Milo / soft drinks with Mr. Lane!
Where: 	The English Corner (Room B001B by the basketball court) 
Play games, watch films and speak ENGLISH in a friendly ENVIRONMENT. Challenge Mr. Lane to a game of chess, too! So far he is unbeaten!!!
[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.jpeg




