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Tuesday English News Report
There's still a place for pen and paper in education (Alex Lo)
 Broadcast Date: 19th January
I don't know whether it's my two teenage kids' fault or that of their school. They hate using pens to write or picking up newspapers, magazines and books to read.
Instead, they prefer to use computers all the time, typing instead of writing, reading online instead of reading from a book or a newspaper.
Their school, an international one, has gone digital as far as possible. It's e-learning multiplied by 10. Even we parents have to go online to check the kids' homework and test scores. Homework, once done, is submitted electronically.
Needless to say, every pupil gets a nice Apple laptop, which is essential for work in class as well. For out-of-school exercises in maths and physics, my wife makes our children go to a website where all the problems are studied, solved and graded electronically.
We have subscribed to National Geographic for years, but our kids rarely ever touch its magazines. My teenage son is into politics but he won't read a physical newspaper, even though his old man works for one, and reads news only online. I suppose it's a generational thing. I hate reading from news websites, and holding a physical paper in the morning is still a pleasure.
My children's aversion to the use of papers, not just newspapers, I suspect, extends to books. Now, it's not unusual for teenagers not to like reading.
But as far as I can tell, my kids are actually curious and like to read, so long as it's online.
Now, I am not blaming excessive e-learning at their school, though its benefits seem much exaggerated.
I really don't think you need to bother training kids at an early age to use an Apple. They learn by themselves. It's getting to be a bit like teaching children to use a smartphone when it's more likely they know far more than you do. If we really want kids to develop computer skills, teach them higher levels of use such as software coding. Alas, that has not made it into our mainstream local curriculum.
According to the BBC, some schools in Britain are cutting back on the use of e-learning, and going back to traditional pen-and-paper education. There is a place for digital learning in school and at home. But I like to think traditional books and paper media still have a place in the world of learning. 
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1. What do you think?

2. Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks in the sentences below using words from the box.
	international
	submitted
	essential
	solved

	old man
	aversion 
	curious
	excessive

	exaggerated
	traditional
	
	



1. John doesn’t like flying. He has an ______________________ to air travel.

2. Sometimes, if you ask too many questions, people will think you are “nosey”. This is negative. Asking questions in a positive way is called being _____________________.

3. Food, water and warmth are ___________________________ for survival.

4. Tiger Parenting is a __________________________ Asian way of raising children.

5. He is a maths genius. He _____________________ the problem in 5 minutes.

6. In English slang (street language), _________________________ means “father”.

7. When England paly France in sports like football or rugby, we call this an 

_____________________ match.

8. The student was punished because he ____________________ his homework late.

9. The fisherman _____________________ the size of the fish he caught. He said it was much bigger than it really was.

10.  _____________________  homework  puts too much pressure on students and may lead to feelings of anxiety and depression.
    


The English Room is Open EVERY DAY for Lunch!
(Open from12:30-1:30).
     FREE Coffee /Milo / soft drinks with  Mr. Lane!
Where: 	The English Corner (Room B001B by the basketball court) 
Play games and speak ENGLISH in a friendly ENVIRONMENT. Challenge Mr. Lane to a game of chess, too! 
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