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Tuesday English News Report

Exam revision: controversial Hong Kong school test could be made easier

Committee set up to investigate the Territory-wide System Assessment after backlash from parents proposes new papers with less reading and simplified vocabulary

 Broadcast Date: 26th January
Tests widely criticised for piling pressure on pupils could be simplified, with less reading and easier vocabulary.
A member of the government-appointed committee set up to review the Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA), James Lam Yat-fung, said a sample of schools could be invited to try the revised papers.
But parents said making the exam less demanding would not be enough to stop schools easing up on the workload. They asked the government to stop releasing exam results so schools would have no incentive to drill pupils for the tests.
The 22-member committee, which met on Monday, is expected to submit an advisory report to the government by early next month. It was set up in October amid protests by parents against the TSA and demands that it be scrapped for Primary Three children.
Lam, chairman of the Subsidised Secondary Schools Council, said the committee was looking to invite a sample of schools to try the new papers in this year’s TSA for Primary Three children in June.
Parent Ivy Ho Shuk-yi said instead of the government selecting which schools to take part in the trial exam, parents should have the right to choose not to let their children attend.
The exam was introduced in 2004 to assess Primary Three, Primary Six and Form Three pupils’ basic knowledge in Chinese, English and mathematics. The exams have been heavily criticised for leading to drilling and excessive homework.
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Parents demonstrating against the TSA Exam

1. What do you think?

2. Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks in the sentences below using words from the box.
	revision
	controversial
	backlash
	piling

	demanding
	incentive
	drill
	scrapped

	excessive
	
	
	




1. The government ___________________ (got rid of / threw away) plans to construct the tallest building in Asia as it was too expensive.

2. When students do this they are rereading their notes and preparing for an exam or test. In this article, __________________ means “change”.

3. When teachers __________________ students they make them repeat what needs to be learnt again and again.

4. The Umbrella Movement demonstrations were very ____________________ as they divided public opinion.

5. Her boss was very _____________________ and was never happy with what she did. Everything had to be changed.

6. Money is a great ____________________ to make people work harder.

7. People became very unhappy with the way the president was running the country. There was a ____________________ and he was voted out.

8. _____________________  (too much) cholesterol in the blood is linked to heart disease.

9. She was unhappy and so began _____________________ on weight as all she did was eat comfort food.
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